Hypoglycemia associated with pediatric surgical procedures.
Hypoglycemia, a plasma glucose level below 2.2 mmol/l, was noted perioperatively eight times in association with 61 operative procedures performed on 46 infants. It was most common in children with complications of neonatal necrotizing enterocolitis. It was related to grossly inadequate caloric intake perioperatively and was associated with increased mortality. Because the glucose requirement of the infant brain is high, cerebral damage must be seriously considered in infants with hypoglycemia postoperatively.